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Dear Lions,  
 
I am reflecting today that I am so thankful for all the kindness and 
friendship we show each other.    
 
In my own world I heard about the passing of a very dear lady lion 
today. I received another notification that one of our members lost her 
home to fire and in the very same day a dear friend fell on the ice and 
broke her wrist! 
 
We need to be so great-full that we have today!   I am working on the 
zoom cabinet meeting and the super raffle also zoom and Facebook 
live. So many more details in the following pages.   
 
Stay well my friends I look forward to the day when we can be 
together in person hoping for convention   Book your rooms ASAP. 
Please get your vaccine so we can be in a group together. 
 
Looking forward to the hugs and friendship.  
 
DG Pam  

 

 
INDEX: Page 1:  DG Message Page 2: District Calendar 

Page 3 -12: District News Page 13-21: Club  News Page 22: New England 

Page 23-26: International  Page 27-30: FFTH!!! Page 31-35:  General News 
- 
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District 45 Calendar 
  

2020 District 45 2021 

Date Hosts - Event Location 
March 13, 2021 District 45 - Spring Cabinet Meeting Virtual 

March 13, 2021 District 45 -LCIF Super Raffle Virtual 

March 13, 2021 
LCIF Super Raffle Melvin Jones Fellow Award 

Nominations Deadline Virtual 

March 20, 2021 Lion Day with the United Nations  New York, NY 

March 22, 2021 Jericho - Underhill Lions Pie Order Deadline Underhill Vt 

March 27, 2021 Williston Lions Club Food Drive - Shaws Williston Vt 

March 27, 2021 Swanton-Missiquoi Valley Lions Meat Pie Deadline Alburg Vt 

April 7, 2021 14th Annual Colchester Lions Speech Contest Virtual 

April 11, 2021 LCIF Super Fundraiser Virtual 

April 22, 2021 Earth Day International  

April 24, 2021 Lions Worldwide Induction Day International  

May 7 - 9, 2021 District 45 - Spring Convention Manchester VT 

May 15, 2021 Barre Lions Beard Contest Ends Barre Vt 

June 1, 2021 Helen Keller Day International  

June 7, 2021 Lions Clubs International Birthday International  

June 25 - 29, 2021 Lions Club International - International Convention Virtual 

July 3 - 17, 2021 Tentative - GMLC - teens Cabot, Vt 

July 18 - 24, 2021 Tentative - GMLC - youth Cabot, Vt 

July 17, 2021 Lions Twin State Soccer Games To be determined 

   

 Don't see your club activites??? 
 

 Email such to the Communique Editor 
 

 See it next month!!!! 
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Come and join DG Pam Nichols (or guests) for weekly chats  
on Facebook 

Mondays, 7:30 p.m. Vermont District 45 Lions 
 

    
 

 

  

Hi, 2nd VDG Kathy here.  
One of my goals for the year 

is to help my fellow Lions and 
the clubs of the District 
become more visable.  

We are selling these shirts. 
$15 each. 

 Contact me or any of the DG 
team to purchase one. 

 

 
   

 

District News 
 



 
 

 
 

WE SERVE 

 VERMONT LIONS DISTRICT 45 

Spring Cabinet Meeting 
 

Saturday March 13, 2021 

ZOOM MEETING  1:00 pm 
 

• Meeting Called to Order 

• Past District Governor John Youney, Esq. International Director Candidate  

• Introductions 

• Minutes from January Cabinet Meeting  

• Financial report  

• Honorary Committee report 

• LCIF Super Raffle report 

• Vermont Lions Charities report 

• LCIF/Campaign 100 

• Global Leadership 

• Global Membership 

• Global Service 

• Food from the Heart 

• Lions Twin State Soccer 

• Green Mountain Lions Camp 

• Vision Screening 

• Spring Convention 2021 

• Old Business 

• New Business 

• Announcements 

• DG Closing remarks 

• Adjournment 

 

 

 

 



 

Blast from the past segment: 
 

 
2019 winner of Super Raffle. Who will win this year??? 

 

Hello, District 45 Lions.  
Help make yourselves more visable in your community by wearing the below safety vests.  

One size fits all.  
Costs are $6 a piece.    

Please contact CS PDG Henry McKee at (603) 960-1732, email: hanknh@netzero.com.  
Limited supply still available. 
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District 45 Lions Clubs  
 

 
 

The Lions are coming!!!  The Lions are coming!!  The Lions of District 45 are  

going to ESSEX for the annual LCIF Super Raffle!!!  NOT!!!! 

 

Saturday, March 13th 

TO BE HELD VIRTUALLY 

6:30 P.M. SOCIAL – 7:00 P.M. RAFFLE STARTS 

 

Evening highlights: 

 

• GRAND PRIZE $1,500***, 2
nd

 prize $500 

• Guest Speaker: PID Steven Tremaroli, New York 

• Multiple Grand Prizes, Multiple Virtual Door Prizes 

• *** $1500, $1750 if 175 tickets sold, $2,000 if 200 tickets are sold 

• Tickets: $75 (can be bought by Lions, Lions Clubs, Community members) 

• 2
nd

 chance insurance: $25 SOLD OUT!!! 

• Deadline to purchase is March 11
TH

 (Can be extended case by case basis) 

• Funds raised allows Melvin Jones Fellow Awards to be granted  

• Over 65 Melvin Jones Fellows granted past 5 years  

• Can attend / watch 2 ways: Facebook live at Vermont Lions District 45 or via Zoom 

• Virtual ‘door’ prizes to be  won answering trivia questions by only Zoom attendees 

• Join Zoom early trivia questions start approximately 6:35 p.m. 

 

See our district website www.vermontlions.org for information on the event, including ticket 

purchasing, room reservations and requesting prize donations from local businesses. 

 

*************************************************************************************************************** 

 

http://vermontlions.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e48f58333c536ddd3b208efaf&id=1791f4267c&e=bd2c9833e1


 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



                               
 

                                                              March 2021 

 

To begin with, I hope this report finds everyone healthy and safe. 2021 has certainly been anything but a quiet start to a 
year we hoped would be milder than the last, but regardless, the Vermont Lions have continued to work hard to provide 
much needed vision screening for our children. This month I have attached the reported schools with totals for your 
review. Even with the fact that we are at only a quarter of the screenings we did last year the 6628 students who have 
been tested and their teachers were extremely glad we came. Out of that number, 722 students were referred for 
further testing. That is very close to the approximate 10% we’ve reported in past years. I’d say that is a pretty significant 
service we’ve been able to provide in spite of the handicaps we’ve had to overcome. Good job everyone! 
 
Note: When you review the printouts where you used to read the number “schools” screened, I’ve changed that to read 
“Sessions”. The reason is because most of the clubs had to go back multiple times to complete a school due to the split 
student attendance. It’s just like doing individual schools. I feel “Sessions” gives a more accurate picture of the amount 
of work our Visioneers put in.   
 
I do ask that if any club has not yet reported their screenings, regardless of it being done by school nurses with the club’s 
camera or the club themselves, please do so. It is never too late to send me this information, but monthly reports are 
advisable. Thank you to those clubs who have sent in their reports. I love to let the District know how active the Vision 
Screening program is and the great work everyone is doing.  
 
I wish you all a warm March and an even nicer Spring. IT IS COMING!!! 
 
Yours in Lionism, Lion Debra Savery, Vermont District 45 Lions Vision Screening Coordinator 

 

                            2020-2021 Screened by Schools   
                                       7 District 45 Clubs / 78 Sessions  

 Club Name (Sessions)        
/  School Name 

Students 
screened 

 
Students 
referred 

Adults 
screened 

Adults 
referred 

     

CASTLETON (13)     

Wells 37 4 2 0 

Proctor ES 113 13 0 0 

Middletown Springs 39 2 0 0 

Poultney 91 12 0 0 

Mettawee 37 2 0 0 

Orwell ES 34 2 0 0 

Currier ES 7 0 0 0 

Currier ES 40 5 2 0 



Northest ES 161 28 0 0 

Northest ES 117 24 0 0 

RIS/RMS 221 32 2 0 

RIS/RMS 100 20 2 0 

Benson ES 19 2 0 0 

Total: 1016 146 8 0 
     

SPRINGFIELD (10)     

Bellows Falls Central School 60 7 1 0 

Bellows Falls Central School 52 6 0 0 

Wstminster Central School 90 6 2 0 

Grafton Elementary 20 4 0 0 

Grafton Elementary 6 2 0 0 

Saxtons River Elementary 63 5 0 0 

Bellows Falls HS 101 15 4 2 

Putney Elementary 17 2 0 0 

Grafton Elementary 4 1 0 0 

Wstminster Central School 34 3 0 0 

Total: 447 51 7 2 
     

Colchester (1)     

Milton Schools 690 80 0 0 

Total: 690 80 0 0 
     

Middlebury (40)     

CVCS 60 5 0 0 

Vergennes Union Elementary 140 18 0 0 

Vergennes Union Elementary 114 18 0 0 

Robinson(Starksboro) 54 10 0 0 

Beeman Elementary 66 4 0 0 

Hinesburg 167 16 0 0 

Hinesburg 206 25 0 0 

Robinson(Starksboro) 55 3 0 0 

Beeman Elementary 31 1 0 0 

VUHS 103 11 0 0 

Weybridge Elementary 20 1 0 0 

Ferrisburgh 59 5 0 0 

Bridgport Elementary 47 2 0 0 

Shoreham Elementary 33 4 0 0 

VUHS 74 12 0 0 

Weybridge Elementary 20 3 0 0 

Ferrisburgh Elementary 19 1 0 0 

Bridgport Elementary 42 8 0 0 

Shoreham Elementary 17 2 0 0 

Salisbury Elementary 60 7 0 0 

Ripton Elementary 29 3 0 0 

Monkton Elementary 105 7 0 0 



Cornwall Elementary 90 10 0 0 

Mt Abe HS 255 24 0 0 

Mt Abe HS 148 15 0 0 

Salisbury Elementary 27 2 0 0 

Ripton Elementary 17 1 0 0 

Charlotte Elementary 133 9 0 0 

Shelberune  281 29 0 0 

Bristol Elementary 233 32 0 0 

Mt Abe HS  42 4 0 0 

Shelburne  91 7 0 0 

Allen Brook School 59 5 0 0 

Williston Central 173 15 0 0 

Mary Hogen Elementary 170 15 0 0 

Allen Brook School 172 20 0 0 

MUMS 80 9 0 0 

Lincoln Elementary 59 0 0 0 

Charlotte Elementary 55 4 0 0 

MUMS 74 11 0 0 

Total: 3680 373 0 0 
     

Troy (2)     

Newport Town Elementary 65 2 0 0 

Waterford Elementary 90 2 0 0 

Total: 155 4 0 0 
     

Norshaft/Arlington (11)     

Arlington Middle/HS 144 19 7 0 

Fisher Elementary 164 19 2 1 

Happy Days Play School 22 4 0 0 

MPCC - Main St. Campus 27 1 0 0 

MPCC - Monument Campus 17 1 0 0 

MPCC - Shaftsbury Campus 37 5 0 0 

Lil Peeps Daycare 16 1 0 0 

Oak Hill Children's Center 17 2 0 0 

Sunderland Elementary School 25 3 0 0 

Village School at No. Bennington 22 1 0 0 

Woodford Hollow Elemementary 11 4 0 0 

Total: 502 55 9 1 
     

Norwich (1)     

Sharon Elementary     

Total: 138 13 0 0 
          

Total as of 2 20 2021 6628 722 24 3 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 



 

                                        
 

Any club or club members wishing to get pull-tabs to me by the 1st of April, definitely no later than  
April 15th, can make arrangements to get them to me or mail / ship them if you wish. 

Any pull-tabs received by this date will count in this year’s numbers for your club’s total.  
Current and collectively, the  District has collected approximately 187 pounds.  

My address is PCT Loreen Teer, 2-B Rabbit Run, Underhill VT  05489.  
I can also be reached via phone at 802-899-1363 or email: lionloreen2007@gmail.com 

Thanks. PCT Loreen.  
 
 

EYEGLASS RECYCLING 
 

Hello fellow recyclers,  
 

I will be at the May convention, due to Covid-19 & not having cabinet meetings, I am 
asking you to bring all your eyeglasses at that time.  
 

Otherwise please make arrangements with me, Lion Beth Abustan; cell: 802-318-2401 
or email: babustan@yahoo.com to store at our Essex Jct. temporary storage place.   
 

Please read the following DOs and DON’Ts. The following guidelines will assist the Lions 
in New Jersey in processing the glasses we send. 
 

• DO REMOVE all plastic wrap/baggies from individual glasses. 
• DO REMOVE all cases from glasses.   
• DO pack in boxes with name of club and count in large letters. 
• DO TAPE Boxes. 
• DO REPORT your numbers to your SECRETARY for inclusion into the 

LCI report. 

• DO NOT send individual lens. No longer accepting 
 

Did you know that your club can get credit more than once on an item? Glasses can go 

under Environmental as well. 
 

Thank you, Lion Beth Abustan, District 45 Eyeglasses Recycling Chair 
 

                                           
 

mailto:lionloreen2007@gmail.com
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Arlngton Lions Club: 
 

 
Congrats to the winner of our 2021 Cabin Fever Raffle – Julie Bisbee!!!  

Overnight Stay Package at the Hill Farm Inn 

  

Heartland Lions Club 
 

 
 

Recycling plastic; on their way to another bench for their local community!!! 
 

Club News 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/3469558456602690/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUCghQG7AsWF_dm2p5U8fMFzuPk4GYZMR7sktLE06T-ShtdcvdADWXfweain0HFyjQSvV-ncidsyiX2dlVZPd3NrUfcDUih9wRqef2y9aRQ3KfTMrh5GuirJ4112mllJ-UzznXqtpDIadPwQ8Fuzg_0&__tn__=-UK*F
https://www.facebook.com/events/3469558456602690/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUCghQG7AsWF_dm2p5U8fMFzuPk4GYZMR7sktLE06T-ShtdcvdADWXfweain0HFyjQSvV-ncidsyiX2dlVZPd3NrUfcDUih9wRqef2y9aRQ3KfTMrh5GuirJ4112mllJ-UzznXqtpDIadPwQ8Fuzg_0&__tn__=-UK*F


 

 

Castleton Lions Club 

 
We had our final drawing for the Lions Club Scholarship Raffle on 2/01/21 and the winners are.... 
 

                                             Week 9                                                                Week 10: 
                                  $100.00   Bill Bronson                                  $100.00   Clayton Patch 
                                  $50.00     Lisa Thayer                                    $50.00     Kevin Brown 
                                  $25.00     Mandy Daley                                 $25.00      Helen Facer 
                                  $25.00     Norm Williams                             $25.00      Cail Knapp 

 

Grand Prize Winners: 
$500.00 Stanley Patch Jr. 
$400.00 Logan Pritchard 

$300.00 Mark Flynn 
$200.00 Scott Welch 

$100.00 Beth Williams 
 

This closes out another successful raffle enabling us to award (5) $1,000.00 scholarships to deserving area 
graduating high school Seniors. 
 

Congratulations to our raffle winners and thanks to all who continue to support our clubs efforts  
 

    
                             Castleton Lions Final Drawing                                                  Barre Lions Club Fundraiser 

 

Barre Lions Club: 
 

Ok folks, let's make this fun contest grow. 

Do you have a beard you're proud of?  

Do you know someone you'd like to enter in the contest? 

Enter and get your friends to vote? 

A list of prizes will be updated soon. PM me if you'd like to be a prize sponsor. 

Contest ends May 15th. Deadline to enter April 15th. 

Just click on the contest link to enter or donate.  

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=292210545863150&id=1536493798 

Donate $20 and upload a picture to be a contestant. 

Click on the donate button and give a contestant’s name along with $5 to vote for your favorite beard. 

 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=292210545863150&id=1536493798


 

Deerfield Valley Lions Club: 

 

   
 

Valentine's Day Cookie Bouquets 
 
The Deerfield Valley Lions had fun this Valentine's day, and added some much needed calories to both our public 
and admin funds. We were looking for a way to offset lost revenue from our canceled pancake breakfast and 
annual raffle, when some Lions came up with a "lovely" idea—a bouquet made of cookies! This helped raise our 
visibility in the community and got members working together & safely during the pandemic. 
 
The project was also a good first run with our new Paypal donation setup, and we netted almost $1000. We 
advertised on our Lion-built wind-proof roadside signs, and took orders from the public online. Cookies were 
baked by members, and the bouquets lovingly assembled by our crafty-est Lions for outdoor pickup. The online 
orders went automatically onto a spreadsheet we used to coordinate the baking and assembly.  
 

Sweet shout-outs to Lions Wanda, Alisa, Darcey, Keith, Patience, Mark, Julie, Meg, Jason, Alison, and Harry. ️ 
 
A hearty ROAAAARRR! 

 

             
 

 

 



 

Colchester Lions Club: 
 

 
 

    
 

 



 

Granville Lions Club: 
 

The Granville Lions Club delivered lunch to the staff of the Slate Valley Center nursing home today. We 

learned that the center's staff was working extra hard due to many people being out for covid quarantine. 

We hope a surprise lunch brightened their day. Special thanks to our Subway shop in Granville, who put 

together 63 customized lunches and donated beverages and cookies to the nursing home staff. We are all in 

this together!  
 

 
 

Jericho - Underhill Lions Club: 
 

Jericho Underhill Lions Club 
‘Easter Holiday / Spring ’ Frozen Pie Sale 

 

The Jericho Underhill Lions Club is doing their annual ‘Easter Holiday / Spring’ Frozen Pie Sale. 

Varieties available:        Apple,        Apple Walnut,           Blackberry,            Pumpkin,        
Raspberry,      Very  Berry,     with limited supplies of   Peach       and     Pecan 

Pies are fresh frozen, ready to bake from Adams Farm Market of Williston. 

All varieties are $15.00 each. 
Deadline to order is March 22nd, to be picked up / available on March 27th. 
Contact PCT Loreen Teer, 802-899-1363 or email: lionloreen2007@gmail.com 

                   
Pie shown is from the Adams Family Market website. Actual pie might not look similar. 

                     

mailto:lionloreen2007@gmail.com


 
 

Norwich Lions Club: 

 
Norwich residents were understandably sad, when they learned in January that Norwich Police Chief, Jennifer 
Frank, would be moving on to a new job as Chief of Police in Windsor, Vermont at the end of February. The 
Norwich Lions Club wished to show Chief Frank the appreciation of its members and prepared some mementos 
for the chief to take with her to her new position, as explained in the following declaration, presented by King 
Lion Cheryl Brush at a brief ceremony on February 19th at the Norwich police station, attended by Lions Demo 
Sofronas and Steve Flanders and by town manager, Herb Durfee. The declaration reads:  
 

Dear Chief Frank, at its February 2nd meeting, the Norwich Lions Club took note of you leaving your position 
with the Norwich Police Department with sadness for our community, but with confidence that you will 
continue to benefit the citizens of Vermont in your new position in Windsor. 
 

During your tenure on the Norwich Police force you have been a model of compassion and competency for the 
town’s citizens, both young and old. No one could embody the qualities of community policing better than you 
have done. We have seen you playing ball with kids at the Marion Cross School, developing cadets to become 
responsible citizens, keeping the town aware of events affecting public safety through your Facebook feed and 
through your informed reports on the state of the COVID-19 virus contagion. Your visibility brought comfort to 
the citizens of Norwich and its visitors. 
 

As a token of our fond wishes and to always have your back, we present you with this lion to keep watch in 
your office and to ride patrol, as circumstances indicate.  
 

Here’s wishing you success in your new position and wherever your career may take you. We are confident 
that it will be to the benefit of all whom you serve. 
 

Brush gave the outgoing chief a stuffed lion, wearing Lions Club regalia. The chief, in turn said that the memento 
was doubly significant, since the lion is the symbol of law enforcement, prominently used at the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial.  
 

The memorial cites scripture: “The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the righteous are as bold as a lion.” 
(Proverbs 28:1) 
 

    
 

 

https://www.vnews.com/Norwich-Police-Chief-to-take-Windsor-job-38603717
https://nleomf.org/memorial
https://nleomf.org/memorial


 

Swanton Missisquoi Lions Club: 

 

 

 

Strafford and Area Lions Club: 
 

Strafford and Area Lions Club 
 

The Strafford and Area Lions Club has been holding its monthly business meetings virtually and 
continuing with our service to our community.  
We held our annual Thanksgiving Pie Sale and Annual Memory Tree Lighting Ceremony, raising over 
$1,400.  
Lion Willis Phelps took the lead replacing the rope on the Lions Harrington Hill rope tow, and we began 
youth skiing activities for the children of Strafford on Friday and Sunday afternoons.  
Lions Sue Coburn and Cameron Speth have prepared Welcome Booklets for new residents to help 
acquaint them with the happenings and multiple opportunities for service in Strafford.  
Lion Jane Whelihan is currently spearheading a project to collect and distribute homemade lap blankets 
for seniors in local nursing homes, and we are looking forward to our annual Rose Sale held in March. 
 
Lion John Tiholiz, President 

 

 



 

    
 

   
 

Nightlife at the ski tow!!! 
 

     
 

 

 

 

 



 

NorShaft Lions Club: 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Colchester Connecticut Leos hosting a shoe and sneaker drive.  

    

     
         Massachusetts Lions on picnic at their mid-winter!!!                      Connecticut Lions honoring their veterans!!! 

 

 

New England News 
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 
 

 
 

International News 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



   
 

 
 

         
 
 



 

     
 

 
 

 
 

   

 



 

    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

B B R A Lions Club 

Morning everyone, I believe that we had a successful food drive on Saturday with 274 pounds & $116 
cash donations to the Randolph food shelf. Thanks for all the help. Lion Jay  
 

     
 

   

 

Food from the Heart News 
              



 

Strafford and Area Lions Club 

We held our annual Food From The Heart drive receiving donations of over 650 pounds of food and 
over $1,500 for the Sharon, Thetford, and Vershire Food Shelves. 

 

   
 

Essex Jct.  Lions Club 

Hi Lion Molly, I hope all is well for you on this nice sunny day. 
 
On February 13th the Essex Jct Lions collected $182.56 in cash donations and 780 pounds of food and non food 
items from Big Lots and Kinney Drugs. The Scouts assisted with delivery to the Congregational Church Heavenly 
Food Pantry. 
 
Staples in Williston graciously donated. The printing of posters - both sizes - just a thought for any other Clubs. 
Ask and you shall receive? 
 
Looking forward to seeing you sometime in the near future! 
 
Lion Betsy 
 

     



 

Colchester Lions Club: 

Just to let you know, between the food drive on the 6th and the 14th, over 500 pounds of food was given 
to the Colchester Food Shelf, 320 pounds of food to the Winooski Food Shelf and 100 pounds of food to 
Feeding Chittenden. That is over 900 pounds which is not too bad for us.  
 

In addition, our fellow residents donated $575 in cash for Colchester Food Shelf, $365 for Winooski 
Food Shelf, $100 for Feeding Chittenden PLUS the club matched up to $250 per food shelf,  so an 
additional $250 was given to Colchester Food Shelf, $250 to the Winooski  Food Shelf and $100 to 
Feeding Chittenden, so my 'old school' math would say about $1640 in monetary funds were donated. 
ABSOLUTELY FANTASTIC!!!! 
 

        
 

       
           Thanks Lion Jackie Dutil of the Brandon Forest Dale Lion Club!! 
 

 

 



 

Vergennes Lions Club 
 

 
 

Vergennes Lions at Shaw’s in Bristol. No word received on how collections went. 

Williston Lions Club 
 

 
 

Lion Tanya Letourneau helping out the Colchester Lions Club with their food drive. 
Williston Lions Club will host a food drive, March 27th, 10 – 4 at Shaw’s Supermarket  

 

 



 

     

 

 

 

Since the District 45 traveling lion contests have been stopped, we thought you would like to see what one 
traveling lion is doing in its spare time!!! 

 

   
Reading the most recent version of the Lions magazine and sorting through recycled eyeglasses!! 

 

    
 

                 

General  News 
              



                                         
THE ARLINGTON LIONS ANNUAL REPORT 

(as submitted to the Town its Annual report) 
 

Hope that Prevailed in a Challenging Year 
 

Hope is the message we, the Arlington Lions, hope you received from us this year. 
 

While our core mission remained unchanged during this pandemic year we felt it essential that 
we do things to bring Hope to our communities of Arlington, Sandgate, and Sunderland. 
 

We started with supporting the town-wide Memorial Day Parade with our float and car entries.  
We followed this with our Zoo Parade in July, encouraging community members to decorate 
their vehicles and themselves as Zoo animals and join the Lions in a parade through Sunderland 
and Arlington.  There are very creative people in our community … the entries were astounding!  
 

In October we decorated our pavilion in the Rec Park with 5 Halloween vignettes encouraging 
families to abide by social distancing while using the vignettes to entertain their children and as 
backdrops for family photos.  
 

In November we extended the reach of our Holiday lights by decorating not only the Village 
Green as we have for years but also the Health Center, the Post Office and Town Hall.  We kept 
the lights on until  February continuing  our efforts to bring Hope to the Community.  
 

In December we sponsored the Home Holiday Decorating Contest and Map.  Over 62 homes 
were on the map and 41 homes entered the contests. We know at least 200 people followed the 
map to see these homes. 
 

We did these activities while not losing sight of our primary focus areas: Sight and Hearing, 
Diabetes Prevention, Hunger, the Environment, and Pediatric Cancer. 
 

Sight and Hearing: We screened 200+ children at Fisher Elementary, Sunderland Elementary, and 
Happy Days.  We identified over 20 children whose vision was outside of the recommended 
range on at least one of 7 conditions for which we screen.  These children were referred to an 
opthamologist for further testing.  That means 20 of our children now have a better chance of 
learning as their vision is corrected.  
 

While we generally assist people in need to defray the cost of glasses and hearing aids, 
applications for assistance dropped off dramatically during this pandemic year. 
 

We have eye glass recycling boxes located at the Post Office, Wayside Store,  The Village Peddler, 
McGaw Graphics, Dailey's/Peckham (Shaftsbury) and The Bennington Rec Center for anyone who 
wants help us pass along the gift of sight through Doctors without Borders. 
 

Diabetes Prevention - The Arlington Lions Club is promoting and helping to sponsor PREVENT T2, 
a free Diabetes class designed by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention. The Zoom-
based class is led by certified diabetes prevention educator and ACE-CERTIFIED Group Fitness 
Instructor and Health Coach Andrea Malinowski in cooperation with the Vermont Blueprint for 
Health and Southwestern Vermont Medical Center.   In addition to promoting the program the 
Arlington Lions are paying for Dieticians who will teach 6 segments of this year long program. 



 
Pediatric Cancer - we help raise money for pediatric cancer support.  Through Vermont Lions 
Charities, we team up with other Lions Clubs to provide cash stipends to Vermont families with 
children in cancer treatment programs. These stipends help offset the expenses of taking 
children for weekly treatment as far away as Boston's Children's Hospital.  We also collect pull 
tabs for recycling, the proceeds of which go for the Shriner's transportation program. 
 

The Environment - We are proud to participate in Green up day every year!  We've planted 3 
peach trees by our Pavillion in the Rec Park. 
 

Hunger - We collected nearly 250 lbs of food and $381 at our Halloween Vignettes for the  Food 
Shelf and we are  collecting food for Vermont Lions' Food from the Heart at Valentine's Day. This 
collection also goes to our local food shelf. 
 

Youth - We are committed to providing youth and young adults with opportunities to succeed: 
We provide scholarships towards college. We hold an annual back to school drive and have 
purchased school supplies, 72 lunch pails, 200 facemasks, and disinfectants for our local schools 
this pandemic year. 
 

Thanks to an anonymous member of our community, who gave us 16 Christmas stockings, our 
members were able to fill them with toys and candy for Fisher Elementary to give to children 
who might not have gotten one at home this year.  
 

We continue to offer the Lions Pool created in 1960 and located at the Arlington Rec Park  for the 
enjoyment of the entire community.  
 

We support The Green Mountain Lions Camp (located in Cabot, Vermont)  for deaf and hard of 
hearing children to enjoy the activities of a summer camp. Our club also sponsors girls and boys 
who attend the Twin State Soccer Cup tournament.  
 

For Senior Citizens we offer delivery of buckets of sand for their icy steps during winter months. 
 

We're just a small club of 15 members,  but we're part of an international nonprofit organization 
- one of very few where 100% of donations that come into the clubs, go back into local 
communities. 
 

We're so honored to be part of this amazing community and to be able to do our small part to 
keep it great!  
 

* Where there's a need, there's a Lion. 
 

* Our motto is "We Serve" 
 

The Arlington Lions Club is dedicated to helping others. If you would like to have fun and take 
pride in helping the members of your community and the world around you, contact Nick Monte, 
Membership chair at 802-375-6184, or any Lions Club Member. 
 

If you would like to know how to participate in any of our services or programs,  please do not be 
shy about reaching out through Facebook or call 802-375-6037. 



 
*** Communique Assistant Editor Special Comments on this report *** 

 

FANTASTIC JOB TO THE WRITER OF THIS REPORT.  
 

I would like to know how many other clubs submit a report to their local towns of what their club is doing. 
I also wonder how many clubs submit a report like this to even to their own members to remind them 
what they are doing, what their club is doing to support their local residents, their local communities, 

their state, their world!!! If you are not, you should be!!! 
 

 
 

 
 

              
 



 

 
                                                       

                                                              WE SERVE 
 

VERMONT LIONS DISTRICT 45 

Spring Convention 
May 7, 8 & 9, 2021 

EQUNIOX HOTEL AND RESORT 
Manchester Center, Vermont 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
 


