
 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Arlington & Manchester Lions 

 

What a great weekend Manchester Lions had with help from Arlington and Tri Mountain lion’s clubs! 11 trips to the 

North Pole over two days! Many happy, holiday travelers got to meet Santa, Mrs Claus, all the elves and Conductors!

  

 

 

Arlington King Lion John, Peace poster chair Sue and DG  

with The second place D 45 peace poster winner 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Heartland Lions 

Elves from Heartland Lions made and distributed the candy bars with gloves at the Santa Parade.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colchester Lions 

Colchester Lions Club closes out 60th year with tree sale and dinner with Santa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lions Club members at their Christmas tree sale.  Pictured here is: President Jeff 

Fontaine, former president and eyeglasses assistance coordinator Lion Jerry Stears and 

former president Lion Ken Emery. 

 

Three members of the Colchester Lions Club sat in a warming hut in the Joann’s Uniforms and Embroidery Works lot 
last night, for their annual Christmas tree sale.  

President Jeff Fontaine, former president Ken Emery, and former president and eyeglasses assistance coordinator 
Jerry Stearns huddled by a space heater, awaiting customers. Proceeds from the tree sale will go to the club’s general 
fund for community service-oriented projects.  

However, while this is only the 16th tree sale, the local Lions Club chapter is about to close out its 60th year in 
operation — an important milestone for all its members. 

To read the rest of the story by Ella Ruehsen (staff writer) please visit their website: 



https://www.colchestersun.com/news/colchester-lions-club-closes-out-60th-year-with-tree-sale-and-dinner-with-

santa/article_2da06a2e-8efc-11ee-9834-6770a00848b6.html 

(poster with permission from reporter) 

 

Tree Sale 

                      PDG Betsy MaGee & PDG Ken Emery          

             PDG Ken Emery & Essex Jct Lion Tom Stone                                                                 

 

Orleans Lions 

On Dec 9th the Orleans Lions Club held their annual Childrens Christmas Variety Show and Santa, though it's been 4 

years since the last show was done.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Essex Junction Lions 

Lions Linda Stone, PDG Betsy MaGee and friend                         Lions Linda Stone (front left) and Steve Jurnak (front  

Laurie Lavallee serving at the Annual Christmas                                     center) serving along with Essex Rotarians 

luncheon in partnership with the Essex Rotary 

 

 

 

https://www.colchestersun.com/news/colchester-lions-club-closes-out-60th-year-with-tree-sale-and-dinner-with-santa/article_2da06a2e-8efc-11ee-9834-6770a00848b6.html
https://www.colchestersun.com/news/colchester-lions-club-closes-out-60th-year-with-tree-sale-and-dinner-with-santa/article_2da06a2e-8efc-11ee-9834-6770a00848b6.html


Holiday Party …. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barre Lions 

 

The Barre Lions Club and the VT Fil-Am Branch Club, recently held their Holiday party at The Mutuo. Members and 

friends brought toys for the CVMC adopt a family program. 

 

 

 

 



 

Vermont Filipino-American Lions  

Service Project – delivered Christmas cards and chocolate candies to the residents of Barre Garden Nursing Home and  

Woodbridge Rehabilitation and Nursing Home in Berlin. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Windsor Lions 

Lion Natalie Frost reports -- The Windsor Lions Club is 
concluding their participation in the Trex Recycling Challenge. 
 
In just a year and a half, our volunteers helped divert from the 
waste stream over 6,500 pounds of plastic film.  We received 12 
park style benches which are now in use by six local 
groups.  Individuals can continue recycling plastic film by 
bringing small amounts of this type of plastic to the bins at most 
local grocery stores. 
 
Lions outing at UVM Hockey Game 
 
District 45 Lions took time to enjoy an evening of awesome UVM Hockey and raising some funds for D45.  
We were able to rase $284 during the 50/50 of which district 45 received the full $142 as UVM donated their portion 

of the 50/50 (originally, we were going to split the 50% with the Victory Club at UVM).  Keep watch as they are 
looking forward to a future Hockey game!   

           

   
    
  Hero of the Gut award is accepted by IPDG Kathy Dorman, for DG Travis 

Wood who was not able to attend. 

This award is for the Hometown Hero who has gone and beyond the      

community.   

                                 Thank you, DG Travis, for all you do for D45 and Lions! 

 

 



Vergennes Lions   

PDG Larry Simino shares …. Vergennes Lions “Wrap up” Successful 2023  

 

2023 was a very successful year for the Vergennes Lions Club. It started out, under the 

leadership of President Debbie Brace, with a scholarship fund drive and a car raffle with both 

exceeding their goals. Memorial Day, which is organized and run by the American Legion, was. 

Also, a success with the Leo Club helping with popcorn sales. 

 

In addition to the many fundraisers the club has, its many projects include building ramps on 

people’s homes, eye testing school children throughout the Addison Northwest District 

Schools, helping pay for eye exams and glasses for those in need, helping with hearing aids for 

needy folks, donating to Bixby Library, Boys and Girls Club, John Graham Shelter, Special 

Olympics, Addison County Elderly Services, Addison County Counseling Service, Wayland’s 

Wish at Addison County Home Health and Hospice, emergency fuel needs by those in need, 

Rescue Squad, scholarships for four VUHS seniors going on to college, etc. 

 

One of the highlights in the spring were four very deserving civic leaders being presented with 

Melvin Jones Awards, named after the 1917 founding leader of Lions Clubs International. One 

of those receiving the awards were former police chief George Merkel, for his tireless efforts 

to strengthen the police service in Vergennes and the area. Much credit went to the chief for 

bringing a department known for chewing up chiefs up to a very professional organization. He 

was also recognized for working with school students, Addison County Diversion Program, and 

others. The second recipient was Liz Ryan, for her work with Sweet Charity getting folks to 

donate items and then working to help women in our communities. The third recipient was 

Gerrianne Smart, for her many years of work to help restore and reactivate the Vergennes 

Opera House. The fourth recipient was Tim Cowan, a 15-year Lion who has served as 

president and has led club efforts to serve Vergennes. 

 

As the new Lions’ year started, President Macky Gaines took over leadership with a plea to the 

membership to try to get new members. For 69 years, Lions have served the greater 

Vergennes area and more members are needed to carry on the many projects.  One of the projects 

that has expanded over the years is the support of the Vergennes Community Food Shelf.  

At this point, most churches and organizations in our community help in this effort. There  

have been food collection days in the spring as well as near Thanksgiving with the Rotary Club helping. 

 

For the first time, the club did an online auction, which proved to be very popular and 

successful. It is planned to continue this in the future. The recent “Cash for Christmas” raffle  

was very successful with the winner, Adam Paquin, taking home over $3,000, with the club 

also earning $3,000.   

 

The final project of the year was the Toys for Kids (Christmas) which took place this past 

weekend at the Addison County Home Health and Hospice facility on Meigs Road in 

Vergennes. 460 children received at least two toys, as well as mittens, hats and scarves. 

Sincere thanks go to the hundreds of people who donated so much. In addition to thanking 

ACHHH staff members Maureen, Jamison and Emma, chairperson Sue Hayes expressed her 

thanks to WOW Toys, Vermont Teddy Bear, Green Mountain Foster Bikes, Vergennes Police 

Department (donated bike helmets), Rack ‘n Reel, and the Vergennes Rotary Club for their 

donations of toys. Lion Sue also recognized and thanked Kinney Drugs, Shear Cuts and Zen 

Dream Space, Jackman Fuels, Gaines Insurance, Ferrisburgh Bakeshop and Deli, Tractor Supply, 

Dollar General, and One Credit Union for having collection barrels out for collecting the toys, 

as well as the American Legion Auxiliary and Addison County Eagles Auxiliary for donating toys 

and money. 



 

In addition, with the assistance of the Vergennes Rotary and the kindness of the Vergennes 

Area Rescue Squad, 30 children stopped by on Sunday to pick out gifts for their parents or 

caregivers, and to wrap them. Parents who have received these gifts in the past say that their 

kids want them to open these presents first on Christmas morning. 

 

So, thanks to all who helped make 2023 a very successful year, and we look forward to your 

help in 2024. You certainly make the Vergennes area a special place to live.     Thank you! 

 

       
 

Manchester Lions – Lighted Tractor Parade 

 

Manchester Lions brought Santa to town at the annual lighted tractor parade. 

    
 

 

 

 



 

If you are interested in attending the NELC meeting on Saturday, January 6, and not yet registered please contact 

NELC President, Lion Dom Branco (liondbranco@verizon.net) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Winter Forum  

Canadian Club, Barre, Vermont 

Saturday, January 13, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tentative Schedule 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Deadline is 

March 1, 

2024 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 



 

District 45 – Calendar 

 

Would you like to see your club highlighted? 

Club news or articles due on or before the 25th of each month 

Please email information to: 

communique@vermontlions.org 

 

Date Hosts-Event Location 
January 6, 2024 NELC Winter Meeting Raddison Hotel 

2081 Post Road 
Warwick, RI 

January 13, 2024 Winter Forum/Meal 
Packing 

Canadian Club 
Barre, VT 

Food from the Heart District 45 Clubs  
February 10, 2024 Valentine’s Dinner/Dance 

Heartland Lions 
Fireside Inn & Suites 

W Lebanon, NH 
March 16, 2024 Spring Forum Evening Star Grange,1008 

East West Road 
Dummerston, VT 

May 3-5, 2024 D45 Spring Convention 
Speak Out Contest 

Fireside Inn & Suites 
W Lebanon, NH 

May 17-18, 2024 NELC Spring Weekend Vermont, TBA 
 

mailto:communique@vermontlions.org

