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www.vermontlions.org 

Greetings to Fellow Lion Leaders, 

 
In my very first letter to all of you, I used this greeting, to acknowledge that all of you who are 
reading this letter are LEADERS, with the motivation and skills to continue to make a 
difference in your local Clubs. Now I must add that you have shown these same leadership 
skills in our joint working together across Vermont, as District 45. 

Just think about: 

 

-The Blankets for children with cancer, 

-The 10,000 meals for hungry Vermonters, 

-The massive support of Vermont Lions Camp 

-The Vision Screening effort for the sake of our children 

-The LCIF Campaign 100 

-The many projects to come!! Together We Serve 
 

As well as this, we need to celebrate the additions of NEW LIONS and the growth of D45 into 
the future.  With 33 Clubs, we have added 61 new Lions during the year. 
Each one of our new Lions represent new ideas, new vision, new passion to serve. My thanks to 
the Clubs who are nurturing these new Lions, making them feel welcome and including them 
in all the wonderful activities - as well as encouraging them to bring THEIR friends to join 
us!! 

 
Looking forward: 
 

-February is Childhood Cancer Awareness Month. Consider contacting the 
organizations that you gave the blankets to, following up on any other needs that we 
can support. Remember Vt. Lions Charities is making grants available to families 
who have children receiving therapy - consider support for our VT. Charity in your 
budgets. 
-Many Clubs are involved in Food From the Heart Program this month. 
Please plan on reporting your contributions, so that we can celebrate together.  
Our neighbors need out help. 
-March 12 is our Day under the Dome in Montpelier. Many thanks to PDG 
Tommy for arranging this. There will be more ways for you to join in on this 
celebration of 80 Years of Lions in Vermont. Watch this space!! 
-We are holding our Cabinet Meeting at the Middlebury American Legion on the 
16'" of March. Mark you calendar and join us for a busy, informative and fun day. The 
focus will be on Diabetes. Look in the Communique and other announcements for all 
the details. 

-Behind the scenes, there is a hard working group of Lions, planning our May 
Convention in Rutland (May 3-4-5)  Please note these dates and plan on joining 
together to celebrate an amazing year of service. A huge LION ROAR! 

 
Finally, I want to say a humble 'Thank You' to all of you for your kind thoughts and prayers for 
my husband Mike, as he recovers from surgery and complications.  He is making good 
progress and wants me to pass on his thanks as well and he hopes to see you all at the 
Conference in May. 
 
I look forward to continuing my visits around the State, celebrating your successes, 
welcoming in new Lions and saying a huge thank you for your continuing service to your 
communities. 
 

DG Liz 
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District 45 Calendar and Events 
2/2019 Food from the Heart 

2/16/2019 Lake Bomoseen Ice Fishing Derby 

2/20/2019 Capture Region 1 Traveling Lion in Essex 

3/2/2019 Calcutta – benefit the Green Mountain Lions Camp 

3/9/2019 41st Annual Lions Day at the United Nations 

3/12/2019 Lions at the State House, Montpelier 

3/16/2019 D45 Cabinet Meeting, Middlebury – Speak Out Contest 

3/18/2019 Capture Region 3 Traveling Lion in Heartland 

3/30/3019 NELC Winter Conference, Warwick, Rhode Island 

4/26/2019 Georgia Lions Food Trailer at the VT Maple Festival 

5/2-5/4/2019 D45 Spring Conference 2019, Rutland 

6/8/2019 Bass Tournament - Plunder Bay Open – Castleton Lions Club 

7/7-7/27/2019 Green Mountain Lions Camp 

On going Vision Camera Availability 

 

Don't see your club's activity listed?  
Email it to the Communique! 

  

 

 

 

Editor’s note:  Reminder all submission for the Communique must be submitted by the 
10th of each month, with the 15th’ being the publish date.  Submissions after the 10th 

cannot be guaranteed to make it in.  Please be sure to email it to Communique. 
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Guiding Lion Training ……A SUCCESS!!!!! 
 

 
 

District 44N held Guiding Lion Training on Saturday, February 9, 8 am at Delta Dental Concord, NH 
 

Lions attending came away with valuable information on how to: 
Strengthen and grow any club 
Help with conflict resolution 

Make meetings more fun and exciting 
Have better service projects 

 
Kudos to District 45 for sending 6 Lions! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

 
At the next cabinet meeting you will pay a find if: 

-do not wear something green 
-asked someone in the past two (2) weeks to be a member 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

VERMONT LIONS CHARITIES 

Cabinet meeting report - Canadian Club, 

Barre, Vermont 

 
My address at this cabinet meeting will be rather brief this afternoon due to the fact that 
Vermont Lions Charities is in the first month of our 26th year. Understand also that our 
calendar year begins on January 1st and ends on December 31. 
 
Our mission/ purpose remains unchanged ...to receive "tax deductible donations, apply for grants, 
receive the proceeds from various District fundraisers and to distribute funds to various committees 
to fund their various charitable activities and yes, to assist persons in those areas of the state where 
there are no Lions clubs. 
 
 
On the flipside of the coin, we are beginning to expand our willingness to assist in other areas...largely 
brought about by our involvement in the District webpage and face book. At times we get an influx of all 
types of requests and the VLC Board looks at them on an individual basis and clearly, reaching decisions 
to support or not are quite difficult at times. 
 
Here are a few examples of how we are now looking beyond eyeglass assistance requests. 
 
. Funds to assist in the area of interpret expense for the Brattleboro Lions club. 
. Pediatric cancer stipends of $500.00 per yr/max 2 yrs 
. Grace Cottage Hospital: $13,250.00 to purchase generators 

. Flood relief 

. SLAM TlD 

. Two specific requests discussed at our VLC Board meeting this morning: 

. A 12 yr old who has a rare gene mutation; KCTD7(only 5 such cases in the United States and the only 
child at the Boston Children's Being treated for the disease.  This 12 yr old was once able to talk, walk, 
ride a bike and eat. Now he relies on his family for all of his daily living needs(ADL's). Child currently 
weights 110 lbs. and needs to be carried. 
•.result, the need for a lift to move him from his bed to his wheel chair, wheel chair to bathtub, wheel 
chair to recliner and recliner to changing table. Cost of ceiling lift; $10,000.00.

 
Decision of VLC Board:  $5000.00 
 
. A 2 year old in Middlesex recently diagnosed with a rare disease and is now legally blind and 
family is hoping for a service dog; cost factor, $17,00.00. The entire story of this 2 yr old has been 
featured on mychamplainvalley .com•..child was diagnosed with a mutation of his KCNQ3 gene; a 
condition that causes developmental delays, seizures and cortical vision impairment(brain does 
not process vision correctly leaving him legally blind.) Service dog being supplied by "Paws for 
Ability" and as of my review, had raised $1650.00. 
 
Decision of VLC Board:  $5000.00 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Lion Stan Patch, Jr., PDG President, VLC 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
                                IPDG Walter Hastings (Heartland Lions) takes time to visit 

                                   CHaD (Children’s Hospital at Dartmouth) to deliver blankets 
                   for pediatric cancer patients. 

 

Club News 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lions Club celebrates local student achievements 

Whitingham, VT  – The Whitingham-Halifax Lions welcomed two local students to the Club’s 

most recent meeting.  Shown is Willie Queenie, who won first place in Vermont student robotics 

competition in Burlington – then placed 17th in the national competition in Kentucky.  Willie 

demonstrated his robot to the Lions club.  Molly Kehoe, who was awarded second prize for her 

entry in the Lions Club’s Peace Poster Contest, was recognized by Peace Poster chair Jason 

Staloff.  Not shown: First and third place poster contest winners Max Hill and Abby Pratt, all of 

Twin Valley Middle High School.  

 

  South Burlington PD Corporal Brianne Williamson has been chosen to represent Vermont in 
the torch run for the Special Olympics World Games in Dubai, UAE this February. She will be running 
with 124 other officers from around the world.  
She has is trying to raise $10,000.00 for Special Olympics.  
 
I attached an article from The Other Paper from South Burlington.  
   
I am attaching the gofundme link. Corporal Brianne Williamson is the daughter of Jericho-Underhill Lion 
Dave Williamson. 
https://give.specialolympicsvermont.org/fundraiser/1672380 

https://give.specialolympicsvermont.org/fundraiser/1672380


 

 

Food from the Heart 

Lion Mark Johnson (Essex Jct) working at 

Food from the Heart, gathered 605 lbs of food and nonperishables 

& $381 collected. 

 

 

Visit Pawley’s Island Lions South Carolina 

Lions Cindy Berg, Loreen Teer and PDG Betsy MaGee visted 

The Pawley’s Island Lions Club, South Carolina – gifts were exchanged. 

 

 



 

 

Orleans Lions Club 

Recently held their annual primary school girls/boys basketball year-end tournament 

On February 9 & 10 at LRUSH with a “Food Drive” for local food shelves 

 

 

Valley Lions Club 

 
The Valley Lions Club would like to acknowledge a great big thanks to River Valley Credit Union 
- Townshend Branch Staff and their members in joining with our club for our Annual West River 

Valley Food Drive during the holiday season. We have been partnering with Riverbend Valley 
Credit Union - Townshend Branch for many years to assure those in need in the West River 

Valley will have food during the holiday season. 
 

Together, we were able to provide a $1,000.00 check and provide donated food collected at the 
bank offices in Townshend to the Townshend Food Shelf to further help with meeting the needs 

of our local community neighbors, they serve weekly to provide food and other assistance. 
Valley Lions Club mission is "We Serve" those in need in the West River Valley and have been 

doing so for fifty years in 2019, and our district clubs throughout our state of Vermont, and our 
great country of America and throughout the world for over 100 years. The International Lions 

Club is recognized as the oldest service organization to serve and meet the needs in vision, 
environment, hunger, pediatric cancer and diabetes awareness. 

 
Our cub meets monthly the second Tuesday of the month at the NewBrook Fire Station on Rte 
30, Newfane, Vermont at 7 pm for our general membership meeting, The meetings are open to 
the public, we generally will have a speaker from the community and welcome in new members 
to help serve in the West River Valley Towns of Newfane, Brookline, Townshend, Jamaica and 

Wardsboro. For further information, please contact Shelly Huber, President/Membership Chair 

(valleylions1969@gmail.com). 

 

Luck of the Irish Raffle 
 
The Valley Lions Club is raffling off a Shamrock with scratch off tickets attached. There are 50 $2 tickets, 
10 $5 tickets and 5 $10 tickets. This has a $200 value. This is a fundraiser, so we can provide 3-4 
graduating Leland & Gray seniors a scholarship for their first year of college. They are $3.00 per ticket or 
2 tickets for $5.00. The drawing will be held at our March meeting at the Newbrook Fire and Rescue 
Station at 7 pm on March 12th. To buy tickets you can get in contact with a Valley Lions Club member, 
message our Facebook page, or email / call our President Shelly Huber.  
802-221-0536  
 
valleylions1969@gmail.com   
https://www.facebook.com/valleylionsclubvt/ 
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Barre Lions 

Barre Lions Tina Golon and Moe Fortier present Capstone Food Shelf and Nutrition Coordinator 

Winona Johnson with 72 packages of Mac and cheese that will provide 422 meals. They also gave her a 

large box of food. The meals were prepared at a Lions Cabinet meeting where 10,000 meals were 

packaged through a company called "Outreach". For more information on The Barre Lions Club, 

contact Membership Chair Linda Mercy at lmercy@drbinsurance.com 

 

Leos, Past, present and future – MMU Lions are strong! 
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Jericho-Underhill Lions 

Jericho-Underhill inducted their newest member on January 28.  DG Liz was on hand to do the honors.  

Congratulations to Lion Jay Meadows. 

 

 

 

DG Liz presents the wooden spoon award to KL Dave Crane, Jericho-Underhill Lions 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Traveling Lion Contest

 

Essex Jct captured Tucky from 

Jericho-Underhill & enjoyed 

 DG Liz visit.  

                              

Capture date will be 

Wednesday, 2/27 @ 6pm at 

The Essex, cost $25, notify PDG 

Betsy by Saturday, 

2/23 if attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

Heartland captured Sir Charles 

      From Springfield 

     

  

  

  

  

  

 Currently, he is resting – 

capture date will be Monday, March 

18. Contact Lion Carol Greene by 3/17 

if attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

Purchase your kit from Lions Club at $11.95  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www2.lionsclubs.org/p-770-peace-poster-kit.aspx


 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 


